Pass the Container Deposit Bill Now!
 Support Recycling & Litter Reduction by enacting SB 1408/HB 1829 the Tennessee Beverage Container Act
(this is a good bill) 
SB 1408/HB 1829 creates the TN Beverage Container Act to increase recycling rates and reduce litter.  This bill would place a refundable deposit on containers of beer, soda and other designated beverages. 

A large, nonpartisan coalition of organizations, including the Tennessee Federation of Garden Clubs, Cumberland Harpeth Chapter of the Audubon Society, Scenic Tennessee, TN Conservation Voters, Tennessee Scenic Rivers, Loudon County Commission, Maury County Commission, Maury County Farm Bureau, Lebanon Beautification Board, Davy Crockett Ruritan District, Trout Unlimited, Keep Bristol Beautiful, Kiwanis Club of Tellico Village, Recycle Rutherford and Tennessee Sierra Club support this legislation because:

· A recent survey conducted by UT  in which registered voters were asked if they would support a 5-cent refundable deposit on beverage containers as a way to reduce litter and increase recycling rates in Tennessee. An amazing 80.4 % of those polled said they would support such a bill--with almost half saying they would strongly support it. 

· States that tracked litter pre- and post-bottle bill reported a decrease in beverage container litter of as much as 84 percent, while overall litter decreased by as much as 64 percent.  Container recycling rates increased from 10 % to 85% of containers sold and overall recycling rates in bottle bill states are an average of 30-35% compared to 10% in Tennessee.  
· Improved recycling rates generate lower landfill costs.  Many Tennessee counties currently pay in excess of $30/ton to landfill solid wastes.
· In 2005, Tennessee was found to generate a total of almost 4 pounds of litter per person per year in Tennessee. In Maine, the state whose bottle bill most closely resembles the one we propose for Tennessee, the total litter generated per person was 4 ounces of litter per year. 
· TDOT is spending $5 – 6 million per year picking up trash along state roadways.  Counties are spending up to $6.5 million per year on litter collection and cities are spending millions to pick up litter on their streets.  We need a new strategy. 

· Container deposit bills change behavior and are the single most effective tool yet devised to significantly and permanently reduce litter—more effective than curbside recycling, more effective than penalties, more effective than education programs, and certainly more effective than prisoner pickup programs.  

· Numerous surveys have found that in states without a bottle bill, beverage containers can make up the single largest category of roadside litter—typically 40 to 60 percent of the total.

· Funds generated from unclaimed deposits are earmarked for continued funding of the county litter grants program. In addition, it allots funds to reimburse counties for any lost tax revenue under the proposed change to the "greenbelt law." Fifty percent of what is left will go to the distributors in the same proportion as they paid deposits in the first place; and the rest will be used for related purposes, such as litter control or recycling projects.
